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Background 

Assessment of sources and pathways of nutrients to the Baltic Sea is one of the major products of the 
HELCOM Pollution Load Compilation (PLC). Previous ranking of the sources of nutrient input to the Baltic Sea 
was based on 2006 data. The current assessment results were obtained from the data on sources and 
pathways of nutrients into the Baltic Sea in 2014 for most of the countries and in 2012 for Germany and 
Poland. The assessment consists of evaluation of the nutrient inputs into the Baltic Sea via three major 
pathways (airborne, riverine and direct) and identification of contribution of various sources to the riverine 
input. 

Data on airborne deposition of nitrogen in 2014 were provided by EMEP. The airborne deposition is specified 
by each HELCOM member state and takes into account contribution by Baltic and North Sea ship traffic and 
by sources outside the HELCOM area. Data on riverine input and input from direct sources in 2014 was a part 
of national annual report to the PLC water database. The assessment contains evaluation of changes in input 
of nutrients though the main pathways in the period from 1995 to 2014. 

The riverine input, which is the major pathway for most countries except Nitrogen inputs from Germany, is 
composed of inputs from to 3 major sources for all countries: indirect point sources, total diffuse load, and 
natural background. More detailed specification of the riverine input sources was made for 6 countries – 
Denmark, Finland, Germany, Poland and Sweden. This classification, in addition to the three above 
mentioned categories, also includes airborne deposition on the Inland water surfaces and losses from 
agricultural lands. The source apportionment of riverine inputs of nitrogen and phosphorus to the Baltic Sea 
based on the national reports of data on input in 2014 for most of the countries and 2012 for Germany and 
Poland. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the assessment and use it in the group work. 
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